PREFACE
As the sub-title suggests, the task which I have set myself
is larger than simply writing the life of Dr. Barnardo. He
and the Homes he founded are my central theme; but his
achievement I have striven to co-relate with those of his
spiritual forbears throughout an unparalleled era of social
reform, in which the child came finally to loom large as
a social asset of incalculable worth. Barnardo's work, there-
fore, is treated not as an isolated phenomenon, but as a
\ital tributary to a mighty river of social endeavour, which
carried hope, power, spiritual renewal and practical achieve-
ment wherever it flowed. Hence Chapter I, designed to
suggest this historical background, is, of necessity, painted
on a large canvas.
For the past nine years it has been my privilege to
devote practically all my time to social and historical
research, beginning with the early eighteenth century and
continuing through to a consideration of problems vexing
the present day. This work is a part of that study.
The investigations behind my book, Lord Skaftesbury and
Social-Industrial Progress, caused me forcibly to realize, first,
the close relationship between the endeavours of Shaftesbury
and Barnardo, and, secondly, the profound significance of
Barnardo's work as a pioneer movement in child-welfare
advance. Barnardo's lifelong campaign on behalf of the
"urchin" and "sprat" of city streets, with its watchword
"Save the Child", followed in the immediate succession of
Shaftesbury's Ragged Schools. As a teacher in one of these
schools he had revealed to Mm the poignant challenge of
the outcast child. Nor is it without significance that this
medical missionary student began his lifelong crusade with
Shaftesburyis blessing.
No other characters in British history have proven them-
selves such effective friends of unfortunate children as these
two, But not only do their labours reveal much that is